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Wizard of Menlo Park, and newspaper men were always
looking in at the laboratory in the hope of picking up
information about some fresh contrivance he had made.
In this connection a story is told of a young journalist
who called upon Edison one day and came away empty-
handed. He was determined not to disappoint his
paper's readers, however, so he decided to do a little
inventing of his own and give Edison the credit. Accord-
ingly the next morning his paper announced that the
Wizard of Menlo Park had just perfected a " stratified
shirt" which would do away for ever with the need for
washing men's shirts, and give the fastidious wearer a
clean garment every day. This stratified shirt was con-
structed of three hundred and sixty-five layers of thin
material, and all the owner had to do each morning
was to peel off the top layer to find himself with a shirt
as good as new. One feels that the shirt would have
been rather thin when it had been reduced to the three
hundred and sixty-fifth layer, but despite the obvious
" tallness " of the story, so great was Edison's prestige
as an inventor that a great many people believed it.

Many stories are told about Edison himself. One day
he handed an electric light bulb to an assistant, and
asked him to let him know the cubic capacity of the
bulb. Three days later he asked for the answer, and was
informed by his assistant that he had not yet come to
the end of his calculations. Thereupon Edison took the
bulb, filled it with water, and then, pouring the water
into a measuring-glass, announced that the cubic con-
tent was so-and-so. That assistant must have felt very
small!